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June 

As June unfolds, we step into the heart of the year—a month when creation bursts with life.  Gardens 

bloom, days stretch long, and warm sunlight invites us outdoors.  It’s the perfect reminder that God’s 

creatin follows rhythms of growth and renewal, the same rhythms He desires for our spiritual lives. 

Named after Juno, the Roman goddess of marriage and family, June has long been connected with joy, 

growth, and new beginnings.  Schools prepare for holidays, gardens burst into full bloom, and commu-

nities gather for festivals, concerts, and local events. 

One of June’s defining features is the summer solstice, usually occurring around June 20th or 21st in the 

Northern Hemisphere.  It is the longest day of the year, offering extended daylight and warm evenings 

that encourage people to spend more time outside enjoying the world God has created for us.  Parks, 

beaches, and town centres become lively gathering places filled with activity and colour.  We see smiles 

on the faces of the people we pass. 

June is also a month rich in celebrations and awareness events.  Around the world, people recognise 

occasions such as Father’s Day and World Environment Day. 

For many, June represents opportunity.  Students celebrate graduations, families begin summer vaca-

tions, and businesses  often launch seasonable projects and campaigns.  The month encourages reflec-

tion on achievements while inspiring plans for the months ahead.  It is a time to discover opportunities 

to live out the joy of living in simple ways: a kind work, a helping hand, a moment of prayer with some-

one who needs it. 

Nature is especially vibrant in June.  Flowers such as roses, peonies, and lavender are at their peak, 

while farmers’ markets fill with fresh produce including strawberries, cherries, and early summer        

vegetables.  The combination of warm weather and natural beauty makes June a favourite month for all 

sorts of outdoor activities including weddings, picnics, and travel adventures. 

As we move through these summer days, may our hearts stay open to the quiet ways God continues to 

grow us.  Under this faithful care, every season—especially this one—becomes a time of blessing and 

renewal. 

St Mary’s Worship Team. 

Services for June 

7th  09.30   Bubble Church    Templecombe Village Hall 

  10.30   Holy Communion    St. Mary’s, Templecombe 

14th  09.30   Bubble Church    Templecombe Village Hall 

  10.30   Worship for Everyone   St. Mary’s, Templecombe 

21st  09.30   Bubble Church    Templecombe Village Hall 

  10.30   Morning Worship   St Mary’s, Templecombe 

28th  09.30   Bubble Church    Templecombe Village Hall 

  10.30   Joint Benefice Holy Communion St. Mary’s, Templecombe 



 

 

Saturday 

28th March 

 

 

Meet the new Editor for 

TEMPLECOMBE MESSENGER 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hello everybody, my name is Michael Bird, I live on Slades Hill.  When my wife and I 

first came to live in the village, we were delighted to find the Templecombe       

Messenger among the newspapers in the Co-op.  Although we already knew a    

little about the area, we quickly learned a great deal from it, so I’m very pleased to 

introduce myself as the new editor of the Messenger. 

As I step into this role, I want to thank Thales Group for their continued generosity 

and acknowledge the exceptional work of Sarah Horn, whose commitment and 

vision have guided the publication with distinction.  Her contributions have greatly 

strengthened and enriched the Messenger for the benefit of the community 

Building on that legacy, I’m excited to lead the next chapter—exploring new ideas 

and with your help continuing  to deliver something of value and interest to the 

community. 

 

Email: aatmessenger@outlook.com 

Mobile : 07401491741 

 

 

 





Templecombe  Twilighters 

 

Meets every other Wednesday in the 

Social Club 

3rd & 17th June 

Subs are £3—this includes tea, coffee  and 
biscuits 

2pm—4pm 

Please feel free to pop along for a cuppa and 
a chat 

Some weeks there will be activities. 

For further details please call  

Donna on 371241 (salon number)  

Or Jacqui Dyer on 07713958354 

 

Friday 5th June 



 7th June 



Seeking help ! 

 

The CATBus offers transport for anyone who needs it in Wincanton, Castle Cary, 

Bruton, Templecombe and surrounding villages, alongside the bus service we are 

pleased to be able to help patients get to medical appointments, locally and       

further afield with the help of our lovely volunteer ‘social car’ drivers. 

Bookings are dealt with by the CATBus office and we ring or email our volunteers 

to see who is available to help. 

Volunteers are under no obligation to accept any booking and are paid 50pence 

per mile for the trip.  There is no additional cost for insurance and parking is free 

at hospitals where the ‘Parking Eye’ is employed. 

All our volunteers have told us that this is not only a vital service for some      

members of the community but also extremely fulfilling and rewarding                    

experience. 

Bookings for this service have increased greatly and we need more volunteers to 

help out.  Would you be able to spare some time once a week, or once a month?  

For more details please contact the CATBus office in the Balsam Centre,               

Wincanton between 09.30 to 12.20pm on weekdays, or call: 

01963 33864 

 



AT THE SOCIAL CLUB 

SATURDAY 13th June 2026 10—1 

Forthcoming dates for 2026 

11th July 

8th August 

12th September 

10th October 

14th November 



 

ABBAS AND TEMPLECOMBE 

PARISH COUNCIL 

Meet at 7.15 pm every second Tuesday of the month 

At Templecombe Village Hall, School Lane,   BA8 0HP 

All Parishioners are welcome to attend 

Enquiries : 

 clerk@abbasandtemplecombe-pc.gov.uk 

Tel no 01963 370527 

If any Parishioner has any concerns or  incidents of  vandalism or anti-social  behaviour, they can      

report them to Avon and Somerset Police Authority by either  calling 101 or on their  website  

www.avonandsomerset.police.uk 

 

 



T Birds 

Events calendar June—October 2026 

 

8th June        How to spot the scammers  - Avon & Somerset Police talks 

13th July         Living in the Appellations 

10th August     Members only afternoon tea. 

14th September      Open your eyes to  Abstract art 

12th October  History of Templecombe 

 

Come along and meet us all—We really don’t take ourselves too seriously!   

Primarily we are a women’s group, although gentlemen are welcome to attend 
any of our talks. 

We meet on the 2nd Monday of every month, in the Village Hall,  

7.30—9.30p.m.   

Refreshments available 

£3.50 for guests/non members  Everyone welcome. 

Contact Sarah on 07890 543769 





12 May 2026 

 

Warmer weather doesn’t lower the risk: Spring COVID jabs to protect vulnerable people in 
Somerset 

 

As spring brings brighter weather, many people naturally feel more active and optimistic. But illnesses 
like COVID-19 haven’t gone away, and for some, the risks remain very real.  

 

42% of people in Somerset have already been vaccinated this Spring but the virus spreads easily all year 
round and can be very dangerous and even life threatening for vulnerable people such as those who are 
immunosuppressed and those who live in a care home for older adults.  

 

That’s why the NHS in Somerset is encouraging eligible people to book their spring booster when invited 
and reminding families and representatives with responsibility for care home residents to return consent 
forms where needed. 

 

Not just for older people: What does having a weakened immune system mean? 

 

If you live with a weakened immune system, your body can find it harder to fight off infections, increasing 

your risk of serious illness from viruses. Only people with specific conditions; including having had an   

organ transplant, undergoing some cancer treatments, or receiving long‑term specialist therapies for 

conditions such as rheumatoid arthritis or inflammatory bowel disease; are recommended to have the 

COVID-19 vaccination. If you’re unsure whether this applies to you, guidance is available at www.nhs.uk/

covid‑vaccine , or you can ask your pharmacist or GP surgery if you are unsure. 

 

Support for housebound people 

 

If you or someone you care for is eligible for the COVID-19 vaccination and is housebound, the Somerset 
Foundation Trust (SFT) Vaccination Outreach Team or your GP practice will get in touch between April 
and the 30 June to arrange a home visit appointment. It is sometimes normal to receive a national         
reminder from NHS England before your local team gets in contact, but please do not worry as this does 
not mean you have been missed. More information is available: https://bit.ly/housebound_vax  

 
 

 

http://www.nhs.uk/covidvaccine
http://www.nhs.uk/covidvaccine
https://bit.ly/housebound_vax


 

 

Giving consent for vaccinations in care homes 
 

If you have a loved one living in an adult care home who is eligible, the care home should be in touch 
with you about upcoming visits from local NHS vaccination teams. Please return consent forms as 
soon as possible with your decision if you have power of attorney. Care home staff can help with any 
questions and more information is available: www.nhs.uk/covid‑vaccine.  

 

Rob Weaver, GP and Deputy Chief Officer at NHS Somerset, said: 

“Warmer weather sadly doesn’t change the risk of COVID-19. The virus continues to circulate and for 
older people and those with weakened immune systems, the risk remains. Vaccination is one of the 
most effective ways to lower the risk of severe illness and reduce the chance of hospital admission. So 
please come forward when invited to avoid any delay in your protection.” 

 

If you are eligible, you will be invited by text, email, NHS App messages or by letter but you don’t need 
to wait for an invite – just visit the NHS website, use the NHS App or call 119 now to book your         
appointment 

 

To find out more about the COVID-19 vaccinations in Somerset visit: https://bit.ly/covid-2026 

 

For more information, please contact Katie Stanley, Communications team at NHS Somerset           
Communication at email somicb.communications@nhs.net. 

 

NHS Somerset is responsible for commissioning health and care services for our 580,000 residents. We 

play a pivotal role in bringing organisations together to work as one integrated care system (ICS), for 

Somerset. Click here for more information on NHS Somerset  

 

http://www.nhs.uk/covidvaccine
https://bit.ly/covid-2026
mailto:somicb.communications@nhs.net
https://nhssomerset.nhs.uk/


A Midsummer’s Night Dream 

By William Shakespeare 

To celebrate Midsummer’s Day, 24th June 2026 

Hermia and Lysander loved each other, but Hermia’s father wanted Hermia to marry another man 
named Demetruis. 

In Athens, where they lived, there was a terrible law.  What it said was that any girl who refused 
to marry according to her father’s wishes could be killed.   Hermia’s father was so angry with her 
for refusing to do as he wished, that he actually brought her before the Duke of Athens to ask if 
she could be killed, if she still refused to obey him. 

The Duke gave Hermia four days to think about it, and, at the end of that time, if she still refused 
to marry Demetruis, she would have to die.  Lysander of course was nearly mad with grief.  The 
best idea he could come up with was to tell Hermia to run away to his aunt’s house, who was far 
away, and where the cruel law did not apply.  The, he thought, he could come and marry her. But 
before they could begin their plan, Hermia told her friend Helena what she was going to do. 

Helena had loved Demetrius long before Hermia’s father had began to force him to marry Hermia, 
and like all jealous people, Helena could not see that it was not poor Hermia’s fault that Demetrius 
was going to marry her. 

Helena knew that I she told Demetrius that Hermia was going to the wood outside Athens to es-
cape the marriage, he would follow her, “and I can follow him, and at least I shall see him”, she said 
to herself.  So she went and told him, betraying her friend’s secret. 

Now the place where Lysander was planning to meet Hermia, and where the other two had decided 
to follow them, was a wood full of fairies, Oberon and Titania.  Fairies are usually very wise folk, 
but every now and then they can be quite as foolish as mortal folk.  Oberon and Titanta, who might 
have been as happy as the days were long had thrown away all their joy in a foolish quarrel.  They 
never met without saying horrible things to each other, and yelled at each other so dreadfully that 
all their little fairy followers, for fear, would creep into acorn cup and hide. 

And this night, the King and Queen of the fairies were fighting over a little boy that they both 
loved.  Oberon wanted the boy to be one of his fairy knights, and Titania wanted him to stay with 
her.  So instead of keeping a happy court and dancing all night in the moonlight, as fairies usually 
like to do, the King and his attendants wandered through one part of the wood, while the Queen 
with hers wandered through another, both of them trying to be the first to find the little boy, 
who had run away. 

Oberon, wanting to be the one to find the little boy first, called his favourite fairy, Puck.  Puck was 
the spirit of mischief.  He used to slip into the dairies and take the cream away, and get into the 
church so that the butter would not come, and turn the beer sour, and lead people out of their way 
on dark nights and then laugh at them, and tumble people’s stools from under them when they were 
going to sit down, und upset their hot tea over their chins when they were going to drink! 

“Now,” said Oberon to this little sprite, “fetch me the 
flower called Love-in-idleness.  The juice of the purple 
flower laid on the eyes of those who sleep will make 
them, when they wake, to love the first thing they see.  
I will put some of the juice of that flower on my        
Titania’s eyes, and when she wakes she will love the 
first thing she sees, be it a lion, bear, wolf, bull,      
meddling monkey or busy ape”. 

 

 



While Puck was gone, Demetruis passed through the glade followed by poor Helena, and still she told 
him how she loved him and reminded him of all his promises, and still he told her that he did not and 
could not love her, and that his promises were nothing. 

As it was in his part of the forest, Oberson saw what was going on between Helena and Demetruis, 
and felt sorry for poor Helena.  So when Puck returned with the flower, he told him to follow      
Demetruis and put some of the juice on his eyes, so that he might love Helena when he woke and 
looked on her, as much as she loved him. 

So Puck set off, and wandering through the wood found not Demetruis, but Lysander, on whose eyes 
he put the juice; but when Lysander woke, he saw not his own Hermia, but  Helena, who was walking 
through the wood looking for the cruel Demetruis; and directly he saw her he loved her and left his 
own lady, under the spell of the purple flower. 

When Hermia woke she found Lysander gone, and wandered about the wood trying to find him.  Puck 
went back and told Oberson what he had done, and Oberon soon found that he had made a mistake, 
and set out looking for Demetruis.  When Oberon found him, he put some of the juice on his eyes.  
And the first thing Demetruis saw when he woke was also Helena!  So now Demetrius and Lysander 
were both following her through the wood, and it was Hermia’s turn to follow her lover as Helena 
had done before with Demetrius. 

The of it was that Helena and Hermia began to argue, and when Hermia threatened to fight Helena, 
Helena asked for protection, because, as she said, 

    “Though she be but little, she is fierce”. 

So Demetruis and Lysander went off to fight each other instead. 

Oberon was very sorry to see his kind scheme to help these lovers turn out so badly, so he said to 
Puck 

    “These two young men are going to fight,  You must fill the night with        
dropping fog, and lead to astray so that one never finds the other.  When they are tired out, they 
will fall asleep.  Then drop this herb on Lysander’s eyes.  That will give him back his old sight and his 
old love.  Then each man will have the lady who love him, and they will all think that this has been 
only a Midsummer Night’s Dream, and all will be well with them. 

So Puck went and did as he was told, and when the two had fallen asleep without meeting each     
other, Puck poured the juice on Lysander’s eyes, and said:- 

    “When you wake up, you will take true delight 
    In the sight of your former love’s eye. 
    Jack shall have Jill, and none will be ill” 

 

Now it happened that when Titania woke the first thing she 
saw was a stupid clown, one of a party of players who had 
come out into the wood to rehearse their play.  This clown 
had met with Puck who had put a donkey’s head on his    
shoulders so that it looked as if it grew. As soon as Titania 
woke and saw this dreadful monster, she said “What angel is 
this? Are you as wise you are beautiful?”.   

“If I am wise enough to find my way out of this wood, that’s 
enough for me,” said the foolish clown whose name was Bottom.   

“Do not desire to go out of the wood,” said Titania,  The spell of the love-juice was on her, and to 
her Bottom seemed the most beautiful and delightful creature on all the earth. “ I love you,” she 
said.  “Come with me, and I will give you fairies to attend you”.  So she called four fairies, whose 
names were Peaseblossom, Cobweb, Moth, and Mustardseed.  

 



The four fairies attended Bottom’s every need, until he got tired and wanted to go to sleep.  Then 
said Titania “And I will wind you in my arms”. 

And so when Oberon came along he found his beautiful Queen lavishing kisses and endearments on 
a clown with a donkey’s head. 

Before he released her from the enchantment, he persuaded her to 
give him the little boy . Then he took pity on her, and threw some 
juice of the disenchanting flower on her  pretty eyes; and then in a 
moment she saw plainly the donkey-headed clown she had been loving, 
and knew how foolish she had been.     

Oberton took off the donkey’s head from Bottom, and left him to   
finish his sleep, 

Thus all was made plain and straight again.  Oberon and Titania loved 
each other more than ever.  Demetruis thought of no-one but Helena, 
and Helena had never had any thought of anyone but Demetruis. 

As for Hermia and Lysander, they were as loving a couple as you could 
meet in a day’s march, even through a fairy wood. 

Because Demetruis did not want to marry Hermia any longer, the 
Duke of Athens would not force Hermia to marry him.  And so all four 
mortal lovers went back to Athens and were able to be married to be 
the people they wanted. 

And the fairy King and Queen still live happily in that very wood to 
this very day. 

(Abridged from www.storyberries.com/fairy-tales) 



TEMPLECOMBE SPORTS AND SOCIAL CLUB 

VILLAGE FETE 

 

The  Templecombe Village Fete this year is on 22nd August 2026 at the  
recreation Ground  Templecombe 12pm to 5pm. 

We are looking for people who  would be interested in having a stall this 
year. 

We are charging £20 per stall which can paid by bank transfer to secure 
your pitch. 

Please let us know what you will be selling/fundraising for on your stall. 

There will be a small number of indoor stalls. 

Dead line for the confirmation and pitch fee will be by 01/08/26 

 

Contact:  Donna on 371241 (Salon number) or Jacqui on 07713958354 

Email: templecombeevents@gmail.com 

 



Flowers of the Meadow part I 
 

June really is the loveliest month for meadow flowers. Hopefully, many of you will have left an area of 
churchyard grass to grow long, either for No Mow May or else in preparation for some nature spotting 
as part of Churches Count on Nature.  

 

One of the most showy flowers in a meadow is the Oxeye Daisy, also called Moon Daisy and             
Moonpenny; the large white petals drawing pollinators into the bright yellow centre. Look out for a     
variety of vetches, members of the pea family. You may find Tufted Vetch – look out for 6-spot burnet 
moths on this one. Bush Vetch and Common Vetch are likely too and a great many churchyards contain 
Bird’s-foot-trefoil also known as Eggs and Bacon because of the mix of yellow and orange on the        
flowers. Richard Mabey, in his fantastic book Flora Britannica lists many names for Bird’s-foot-trefoil  
including Hen and Chickens, Tom Thumb, Granny’s Toenails, Cuckoo’s Stocking and Dutchman’s Clogs. 

 

Lady’s Bedstraw is often found in churchyards. It smells sweet when dried and would be added to hay 
stuffed in mattresses, particularly when preparing a bed for childbirth. Look out for the froth of yellow 
flowers (other bedstraws have white flowers) and the scent of honey. The Lady in the name is the Virgin 
Mary.  

Perhaps your churchyard contains orchids, the most common one flowering in June is Common Spotted 
Orchid. The presence of orchids indicates an old grassland which has matured over time and developed 
a range of species within the soil. All orchids depend on a fungal partner, feeding the plant underground 
via the threadlike mycorrhizae.  

 

Your churchyard meadow areas act as pitstops or cafes for insects and can buzz with life. Try and spend 
a little time enjoying them and seeing which pollinators are using them.  

                           Tufted vetch                                    Bumblebee on Bird’s foot trefoil credit Rory Dimond  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Submitted by Gemma Shave-Smythies 





 

 

Useful Information: 

Police –  999 (emergency) 

        101 (non emergency) 

Bunter’s 

Opening times—Wednesday to Saturday 

    9.00am—2.30pm 

Thurs, Fri, Sat—6.00—10.00 

Tel : 01963 548088 

 

Bus & Coach Services –  

Berry’s coaches Wincanton to London 

01823 331345 

www.berryscoaches.co.uk 

 

First Bus 03456 646 0707 

(No. 58  Wincanton to Yeovil) 

 

CAT (Community Accessible Transport) 

Booking   01963 33864 (2/3 day’s notice).  

Small fee. 

 

Citizens Advice Bureau 03444 889 623 

Doctors – Station Road  01963 250334 

NHS—111 (non-emergency) 

 

Parish Council Secretary 

Tina Chapman  01963 370527 

 

Recycling Centre—Dimmer Lane, Castle 

Cary, BA7 7NR    01963 350743 

 

Somerset Waste Partnership 0300 123 

2224 

www.somersetwaste.gov.uk 

 

Taxis –   Terry’s taxis     07795465492                                                                           

               Crabbs taxis     07950826962 

 

Templecombe Social Club—01963   

 

370710Train services – Templecombe, 

Castle Cary 

National Rail enquiries 03457 484950 

 

 

Camelot Explorer Scout Unit 

Looking for fun, adventure and challenges: 

We are open to any young person between 

the ages of 14 to 18 years old.  

 If you want adventure, learn new skills, meet new 

friends or just have fun.  We have our meeting on a     

Monday evening between 7—9pm  

We meet at 2nd Templecombe Scout Hut, behind                 

Templecombe Village Hall BA8 0HP 

Please contact: 

Jason  07793 433375 

Maria 07885 987350 

2            s        

http://www.berryscoaches.co.uk
http://www.somersetwaste.gov.uk


Space for Artists! 

Every Friday morning 

10.00—13.00 

Horsington Village Hall 

Time and space to draw, paint, relax and grow. 

Join us! 

                     Alison 01963 370866 

       Tuesday 

Templecombe Indoor Bowling Club  

(Short Mat) 

 

 Join us in Village Hall 

 

Monday 2.00 to 4.00pm 
Thursday 7.00pm to 9.00pm 

 
Please contact 

 
Chris Jeans (Secretary) 

01963 364287 
       Or 

Terry Loader (Chair) 
terrence666@uwclub.net 

Horsington Art Group 

Horsington Village Hall 

Thursday mornings           
10:00am —1:00pm 

A friendly group who exchange ideas.  Some 
members are very experienced and can give 

advice. 

New members are very welcome whether they 
are talented or beginners 

Come and join in for a no-cost trial session. 

 

John 07510 260457 

Rhonwen 01935 389690 

£3.00 for the evening 



Contact jessmr91@aol.com 
https://www.facebook.com/daisychainbabytoddlers 
https://www.instagram.com/daisychain_toddlers 

St Mary’s Church     

Quiz night  
Last Sunday of the month 

 

At the Social Club 

The next quiz will be on 

28th June 
7.30pm  

£2.00 per person—just turn up!  

Raffle            Bar open 

Term time  



 

 

TEMPLECOMBE SOCIAL CLUB 

Club Opening times: 

Friday—19:30—23.30 

Saturday—16:00—23:30 

Sunday—16:00  - 22:30 

The club will also be open on other  

occasions when Pool or Skittles 
games are 

 arranged. 

New members always welcome— 
£12.00 per yearly membership. 

Function Room  hire.   

Tel: 01963 371354 

Email: tsportssc25@gmail.com 

 



For Templecombe Messenger articles and advertising, 

please get in touch with 

Michael Bird Tel: 07401491741    Email: aatmessenger@outlook.com 

Cut off date for submission—15th of the month 

Kindly printed by  Thales UK, Templecombe 

ANCIENT RITUALS  ASTROLOGY AXIAL TILT  CELEBRATIONS CELESTIAL EVENT  

DRUIDS EARTHS ORBIT  FERTILITY  FOLKLORE   NORTHERN HEMISPHERE 

PAGAN FESTIVALS SOLAR ENERGY SOLSTICE  STONEHENGE SUMMER SUNRISE 

SUMMER SOLSTICE  


