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A Thought for September 

 

Summer has gone, autumn is here (although as I write this we are in the     

middle of the latest summer heatwave and the coolness of autumn seems 

hard to imagine).  It has been a long, hot, dry summer.  The ground is parched,        

everything is thirsty, crying out for refreshing water.  

 It reminds me of the woman at the well, who was drawing water in the heat 

of the day.  She was weary, shunned by her community, overcome by          

circumstance and shame.  Then she had an encounter with Jesus that changed 

everything.  Although she was the one drawing water, he offered her water 

that would quench all her yearnings.  Her life was changed  forever. 

There is undeniably a spiritual element to our lives.  The ‘water’ of the world offers so much, but it never 

satisfies.  So we seek more… but not necessarily in good or healthy places. 

As we come towards the end of September, we celebrate Michaelmas Day.  It’s a traditional ‘quarter’ 

day – as we will be ¾ of the way through the year, past the autumn equinox, with the hours of daylight 

being shorter than the hours of darkness. It used to be said that harvest had to be completed by       

Michaelmas, almost like the marking of the end of the productive season and the beginning of the new 

cycle of  farming.  

As well as celebrating harvest, and the start of a new school year, maybe this September is a time to 
look to Jesus to discover hope and a spiritual refreshing that never disappoints. It is our prayer that you 
will be blessed with such an encounter.  

TEMPLECOMBE CHURCH SERVICES FOR SEPTEMBER 

 

7th Sept   9.30am   Bubble Church (Village Hall) 

   10.30am Holy Communion 

 

14th Sept  10.30am Worship for Everyone (refreshments from 10am) 

 

21st Sept   9.30am   Bubble Church (Village Hall) 

  10.30am Morning Worship 

 

28th Sept   9.30am   Bubble Church  (Village Hall) 

  10.30am Joint Benefice Holy Communion at North Cheriton 



Today the group leaders showcase their groups activities, so come and share a glass of wine or cup of tea 

with us.  Afterwards, Jennifer Morisetti will enthuse us with the initiatives going on at Hawkers                

Re-creatives which is a hub of sustainable fashion at Hawkers Farm, Stour Provost.  There she runs the       

annual Defashion Dorset event and a wear me out clothing library from which outfits can be borrowed, 

plus much more that you can hear about, on Tuesday 2nd September at Henstridge Village Hall, BA8 0QB. 

   Refreshments from 2.30pm  Speaker 3.00pm 

                Call 07580127810 or 07919 585547 for information      

  or visit out website www.blackmorevale.u3asite.uk 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sherborne Town Council, in conjunction with Sherborne Abbey and the Gaia Working Group, are  
excited to welcome the stunning Gaia touring artwork, created by UK artist Luke Jerram.  Measuring 
an impressive seven metres in diameter, Gaia is a visual imagery sourced from NASA, showcasing 
the Earth’s  surface in breathtaking detail.  This intricate artwork offers onlookers a unique               
opportunity to see our planet floating in three dimensions, allowing viewers to appreciate the    
beauty and fragility of the Earth from a completely new perspective. 



 







Sometimes the hardest words to say are the most important 

World Suicide Prevention Day (September 10):  
A day dedicated to raising awareness about suicide prevention and promoting mental health resources. 

Suicidal thoughts can be complex, frightening and confusing. But they’re more common than 
many of us realise and 1 in 5 of us will experience them. 

People experiencing suicidal thoughts might be going through a range of emotions,           
including feeling trapped, overwhelmed, like a burden, or hopeless. 

Everyone copes and reacts in their own way, but there may be signs that someone is    
struggling to cope and having suicidal feelings. 

Some signs to look out for include when someone is: 

• Distancing themselves or not replying to messages 

• Talking about feeling worthless, hopeless or trapped 

• Not doing the things they usually enjoy 

• Finding day-to-day tasks difficult 

Situations to look out for 

• loss, including loss of a friend or a family member 

 through bereavement 

• suicide or attempted suicide of family member, friend  

• or public figure 

• relationship and family problems 

• housing problems 

• financial worries 

• job-related stress 

• college or study-related pressures 

• bullying, abuse or neglect 

• loneliness and isolation 

• challenging current events 

• depression 

• painful and/or disabling physical illness 

What to do if you think someone is struggling 

Many people worry that reaching out will be intrusive or make things worse. You’ll soon be able to 
tell if the person you’re speaking to isn’t comfortable or doesn’t want to have that kind of           
conversation. If they don’t want to open up, you’ll still have let them know you’re there for them. 

Once someone starts to share how they’re feeling, it’s important to listen. This could mean not  
offering advice, not trying to identify what they’re going through with your own experiences and 
not trying to solve their problems.  

 





School Uniforms; A history of ‘rebellion and conformity’ 

As the nation’s children head back to school, proud parents have been excitedly photographing their     

offspring posing in new uniforms.  But they are far from the first to take pride in the school dress code.  

BBC News Online looks back at the history of the outfits kids up and down the land learn to love—or 

loathe. 

Picture school uniforms from the past and the top hats and tails of Tom Brown’s Schooldays or the 

cheeky cap-throwing of Just William may come to mind. 

But in fact, according to historians, school uniforms began life not amid the  traditions of the English    

public school but among charity schools. 

Schools such as Christ’s Hospital, in Horsham, West Sussex, founded in 1552 in 

London, took up “fatherless children and other poor children” from the parish 

and educated them.  London citizens provided the children with clothes—

notably a long blue coat—which led to the famous nickname for such              

institutions—”Bluecoat schools”.   

Today the uniform continues to be worn by Christ’s Hospital pupils—the school 

claims it is the oldest uniform still in existence. 

And indeed, many older schools retain their traditional uniforms—from the 

straw hats of Harrow to the “Polly Bells” of Dame Allan’s, a private school in 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne, which was founded as a charitable foundation in 1705.   

Both are variants on the schools’ original uniforms.  White the Polly Bells are 

dusted off only for special occasions, Harrow tries to maintain its traditions 

around public facing places of its site, such as its chapel. 

The records of the Ragged School Museum, in London, 

contain photographs of children wearing very              

individual uniforms at Hamlet of Radcliff School, a    

charity school founded in 1910.  The boys wore          

Tam O’Shanters with pom poms, whereas the girls wore 

starched aprons with gloves—even if the 19th             

century, you would learn to be tough. 

Today the school is known as Stepney Greencoat        

Primary school, a state school, and it says its pupils wear a modern uniform. 

Most schools have similarly evolved their styles, via the flat caps of the 1950’s and the blazers and ties of 

the 80’s and 90’s, to the comfortable, practical style many adopt today. 

A uniform list for Scorton Grammar School, in Preston, dating from the 1960’s, now held by the British 

Schools Museum, has a list of requirements for pupils that include a cap, blazer and tie, a “reindeer green 

belted mackintosh” and dark grey flannel trousers—or shorts “until he has reached at least his 15th    

birthday”. 

It states; “At weekends and during holidays, it is left to the discretion of parents whether the uniform be 

worn or not, but it is particularly insisted the uniform should be worn in its entirety or not at all”. 



“Uniforms give schools a sense of identify and cohesion” said author and historian Alexander Davidson. 

“When some aspects of society have become much less certain, uniforms suggest schools are there to 

provide certainty and order”. 

However, school uniforms can be as much about rebellion as conformity, 

according to Mr Davidson.  “If children want to rebel, they can do it in the 

way they wear the school uniform” he said.  “It’s an  expression of       

identity”. 

In 2010, former Education Secretary Michael Gove, tried to reverse this 

trend by backing schools who wanted to reinstate a blazer-and-tie         

uniform. 

Cottingham High School, in East Yorkshire, has worked with  

fashion designer Lara Jenson to create a uniform that had         

pupil-appeal.  Jonathan Rogers, assistant head teacher, said    

pupils had felt a bit “embarrassed” by its previous uniform, 

which consisted of polo shirts and trainers and could look 

scruffy.    

“When we consulted with our pupils, we found some of our   

fashion-conscious teenagers actually want to make a statement 

to the community, he said.  In the end, we went for slim-fitting, stylish jackets and jumpers in a             

contemporary cut.  I would describe it as quite professional work wear”. 

And whether the school attire is a fashion statement or a more relaxed affair, wearing a uniform seems 

surprisingly important to many pupils. 

In 2011, Christ’s Hospital surveyed its pupils to find out it is should keep its distinctive 16th Century style 

blue coats and yellow stockings—about 95% said they should. 

“It is important to stick to our historic traditions, not only to be unique and special, but it makes a sort of 

unity between us”, said one. 

“I personally feel proud walking around in my uniform, despite what people might say”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 School uniforms can help integrate children from different economic backgrounds,                   

according to Andy Gibs from the British Schools Museum. 

 

(This article first appeared on BBC News online on 5th September 2014) 



 

 

 

 

 

    Ladybirds: Tiny Heroes in Polka-Dot Armour 

The ladybird, with its stylish and cheerful polka-dot outfit, holds a special 
place in our hearts. Few other insects, apart from perhaps the butterfly, 
evoke as many positive emotions and superstitions as the  ladybird. Many 
cultures believe that ladybirds are a symbol of good luck and new beginnings. 
In fact, the belief that ladybirds are associated with positive qualities is nearly             
universal – from Slavic, European, and Asian cultures to Native 

Many species of ladybird hatch from pupae in August or September so 
look out for a new generation of adults feeding up ready to overwinter. 
Ladybirds are voracious predators of aphids and other garden pests, 
serving as natural pest-control agents and helping to keep plants 
healthy. In fact, a single   ladybird can devour up to 5,000 aphids and 
other plant-eating pests in its lifetime, making them  invaluable allies 
to gardeners and farmers alike. 

Despite their diminutive size, ladybirds are not without their challenges. Predators, parasites, 
and even rival ladybirds pose threats to their survival. Birds, spiders, and other insects prey on 
them. They do have defences against predators however, their bright red colour is a warning that 
they don’t taste nice and when attacked they give off a yellow liquid which is rich in toxic             
alkaloids. 

Churchyards and cemeteries can be great for ladybirds as they tend to be free of insecticides 
and full of food. There are lots of places where ladybirds can find a safe place to spend the    
winter, often in large clusters where they remain inactive until about March when they emerge 
to feed and breed. Monuments including chest tombs, gaps made by tree roots, wood piles, 
spaces beneath flaking bark, leaf litter, tussocky grass and drystone walls are full of potential 
places to overwinter.   

With their rounded bodies and distinctive markings, ladybirds are easily recognisable. If you see 
a  ladybird, take a photo or count its spots and make a note of both spot and background         
colours. The spot number indicates which species it is, not some people believe, how old it is.   

Article by Caring for God’s Acre www.caringforgodsacre.org.uk   

http://www.caringforgodsacre.org.uk/


New banking hub in Sherborne 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source—BBC News          source : www.cashaccess.co.uk/hubs/sherborne-dorset/ 

 



SATURDAY 13th September 2025 

AT THE SOCIAL CLUB 

The market is now 

On the  

2nd Saturday of the 

month 











Templecombe  Twilighters 
 

Meets every other Wednesday in the 

Social Club 

 

4th and 18th September 
 

Subs are £3—this includes tea, coffee         
and biscuits 

2pm—4pm 

Please feel free to pop along for a cuppa and 
a chat 

Some weeks there will be activities. 

 

For further details please call  

Donna on 371241 (salon number)  

Or Jacqui Dyer on 07713958354 

Activities and  

Clubs 

    

                                  The T-Birds 

  (Abbas & Templecombe Ladies) 

We meet every 2nd Monday of the month 

In the Village Hall 

 

Our next event is on  

Monday 15h September  

7.30—9.30 pm 

 

Alison Loader  

‘The Gift of  Mediumship’ 

 

Contact Sarah on 07890 543769 

 

 

 

 

 

I’m Gill, your local Avon representative. 

I live in Templecombe. 

If you would like an Avon book, please    

contact me on 07752254498. 

I cover Templecombe and Yenston. 

 



2         s. 

 

Space for Artists! 

Every Friday morning 

10.00—13.00 

Horsington Village Hall 

Time and space to draw, paint, 

relax and grow. 

Join us! 

Alison 01963 370866 

          John 07510 262457 

       Rhonwen 01935 389690 

 

Market 

and 

Coffee morning 

Horsington Village Hall 

1st Saturday of the       

Month 

10—1 

       Starting 4th October 

2025 



       Tuesday 

Templecombe Indoor Bowling Club  

(Short Mat) 

 

 Join us in Village Hall 

 

Monday 2.00 to 4.00pm 
Thursday 7.00pm to 9.00pm 

 
Please contact 

 
Chris Jeans (Secretary) 

01963 364287 
       Or 

Terry Loader (Chair) 
terrence666@uwclub.net 



St Mary’s Church     

Quiz night  

Last Sunday of the month 

At the Social Club 

The next quiz will be on 

 Sunday 28th   
   September 

7.30 pm 
 

£2.00 per person—just turn up!  

Raffle            Bar open 

 

TEMPLECOMBE SOCIAL CLUB 

Club Opening times: 

Friday—19:30—23.30 

Saturday—16:00—23:30 

Sunday—16:00  - 22:30 

Monday— 19.30—23.30 

The club will also be open on other  

occasions when Pool or Skittles games are 

 arranged. 

 

New members always welcome— £12.00 
per yearly membership. 

Function Room  hire.   



 

 

 

 

ABBAS AND TEMPLECOMBE 

PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Meet at 7.15 pm every second Tuesday of 

the month 

At Templecombe Village Hall, School Lane 

BA8 0HP 

 

All Parishioners are welcome to attend 

Enquiries : 

 clerk@abbasandtemplecombe-pc.gov.uk 

 

Tel no 01963 370527 



For Templecombe Messenger articles and advertising, 

please get in touch with 

Sarah Horn Tel: 07890 543769   Email: sarah1260.sh@gmail.com 

Cut off date for submission—15th of the month 

Kindly printed by  Thales UK, Templecombe 


