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A Message of Hope 

 

As we step into April, the signs of spring are all around us—blossoming flowers, longer 

days, and the gentle warmth of the sun.  Nature itself seems to echo a timeless message: 

hope is alive!  Hope is essential to the human spirit, and it is never more powerfully        

expressed than in the Easter story.  

 

 For Christians, the resurrection of Jesus Christ is a profound reminder the light can     

overcome darkness, and renewal follows even the most difficult trials.  The despair of 

Good Friday was transformed into joy of Easter morning when the stone was rolled away, 

and the tomb was found empty.    

 

This story speaks to the universal longing for renewal, second chances, and the triumph of 

love over fear.  In our own lives, we may face struggles uncertainty, and moments of des-

pair.  At times, it can difficult to see beyond the burdens we carry.  But the message of 

Easter reminds us that no situation is beyond the possibility of transformation.   Whether 

through faith, perseverance, or the kindness of others, hope has the power to lift us and 

lead us forward.   

 

As a community, let us embrace this season of  renewal with joyful hearts.   Let us extend 

kindness to one another, offer encouragement to those who are struggling, and live out 

the spirit of hope.  Whether in small acts of love or in steadfast support for those in need, 

we can all be bearers of light in the world.  

 

  May this season of hope fill your hearts and homes, and may we all walk forward with 

confidence in the power of renewal and love. 

 

St Mary’s Team. 

 

 



 

Services in April 

 

6th  09.30 am  Bubble Church    Templecombe 

  10.30am  Holy Communion   Templecombe 

 

13th  09.30am  Bubble Church    Templecombe 

  10.30am  Morning Worship   Templecombe 

 

17th    7.00pm  Maundy Thursday Benefice Holy Communion Henstridge 

 

18th  10.30am  Good Friday Benefice Morning Worship  Templecombe 

    2.00pm  Benefice Last Hour at the Cross   North Cheriton 

 

20th  09.30am  Bubble Church    Templecombe 

  10.30am  Easter Sunday Benefice Family Communion  Henstridge 

 

27th  09.30am  Bubble Church    Templecombe 

  10.30am  St George’s Parade Benefice Morning Worship Templecombe 





 



 

Templecombe Music Night 

 

The music night has developed over the last four years, having a catchment area of 

people coming at least 10 miles from  Templecombe. 

There are various combinations of singing, with or without         

instruments, when we have time most nights to get in three 

songs.   Some practice at home and play on the night which is 

well received, as  nothing is judgemental and always receives 

praise.  It doesn’t matter whether you’ve been playing an        

Instrument for years or have just  started. 

 If you would like to find out more, please contact Alan Berry on 

01963 370716. 



 

 

 



DATES FOR 2025!! 

1st March 10 –1 

12th April 10—1 

3rd May 10—1 

      7th June 10—1 

SATURDAY 12th APRIL 2025 





 

William Shakespeare was born on April 26th, 1564 in Stratford (it later became    

Stratford Upon Avon).   

He is widely considered the world’s greatest dramatist. 

He wrote 38 plays and 154 sonnets. 

He married Anne Hathaway who was 8 years older than 

him. 

There are no living descendants of Shakespeare. 

The Glove Theatre built by Shakespeare was burnt to the 

ground and rebuilt the next year. 

During his lifetime, it was illegal for women to perform on 

stage—all parts were played by men. 

He died on April 26th, 1616. 

 



National Tea Day 

Monday 21st April 

Tea is a common household beverage both nationally and internationally.  Thousands 

of people drink tea daily, allowing them to choose from many different varieties and 

flavours such as Earl Grey English breakfast, matcha, chai and green tea, among many 

more. Just like coffee, it can be made to your liking, either hot or cold, with sugar/

sweetener with or without milk, weak or strong. 

Established in 2016, National Tea Day was created on Queen Elizabeth II’s birthday as a 

way to enjoy a classic beverage and pretend you’re royalty.   The slogan is “Brew 

more, do more”, and the aim is to    inspire special and heartwarming moments with 

tea. 

Consisting of not only herbal, fruit black, white and green varieties, teas are heavily    

ingrained in the development of culture worldwide, each region specialising in a       

particular variety. 

 

Afternoon tea was introduced in Britain in the early 1840’s 

by the  7th Duchess of Bedford, Anna Maria Russell, (one of 

Queen Victoria’s ladies-in-waiting), to satisfy hunger between 

lunch and dinner.  With the invention of gas lighting, the upper 

classes were not having their evening meal until nearly 9pm—

with lunch having been served at around midday. 

The Duchess of Beford was having none of it.  She described 

having a ‘sinking feeling’ at about 5pm—she became            

despondent at the void between lunch and dinner.   She      

requested that some tea, bread and butter and cake was 

brought to her room in the late afternoon.  With that one request of a lady’s   grumbling 

stomach , a ritual was born.  Needing very little prompting to find an occasion to 

squeeze in another cup of tea and a piece of cake, the upper classes ate it up and the 

fashionable custom soon spread across Britain. 

 

  

 

 

 

      

Sources :www.thereisadayforthat.com         www.britishmuseum.org 



Templecombe Sports and Social Club 

 

EASTER EGG HUNT! 

 

SUNDAY 20TH APRIL 2025 

 

3pm start 
(please arrive 15 minutes before the start to register) 

 
 

50p per child 



 

      GRAND 

 

 
SATURDAY 26TH APRIL 

 

    TEMPLECOMBE VILLAGE HALL 

 

             1.30—3.00P 

  

                             ENTRY 20P. CHILDREN FREE 

 

REFRESHMENTS AVAILABLE 

 

CONTRIBUTIONS BEFORE THE SALE 

                   CONTACT 

                         SARAH HORN 

        07890 543769 

 

       T BIRDS 





 

Looking for a fun and rewarding way to give back to your community? Join our fantastic team of      
volunteers at The Honesty Jar in Henstridge, Somerset. We run a vibrant community reuse project 
that helps keep valuable items out of landfill, while offering affordable treasures to visitors.  

We welcome around 40 visitors each day. We have everything from clothes and books to toys, 
games, and homeware. It's a bustling spot, with lots of sorting, organising, and displaying                  
donations—it's a fantastic way to make a difference while meeting new people. 

 We’re looking for volunteers to help with these tasks. There is no pricing involved—visitors simply 
make a voluntary contribution in 'The Jar.' We usually have three volunteers per shift (10am-1pm / 
1pm-4pm), and training and support are provided. Our incredible team of 40 local volunteers         
processes around 100 tonnes of donations annually, and we need you to help make it all happen!  

We offer flexible shifts that can work around your schedule, whether you prefer a regular slot or an 
occasional one. We’re open six days a week (10am-4pm) in the lovely grounds of a family-run         
garden centre (closed on Wednesdays).  

Meet like-minded people, learn new skills, and even de-clutter your space while finding fantastic 
bargains! Interested? We’d love to meet you! Drop us a message on Facebook, or come by for a    
visit. Let’s make this a sociable and impactful venture together!  



            Simnel Cake 
                   By Mary Berry—Saturday Kitchen 
 
Ingredients: 
 
175g light muscovado sugar  
175g butter, softened 
175g self raising flour 
3 large eggs 
25g ground almonds 
2 tbsp milk 
100g sultanas 
100g cherries, quartered, wash & dried 
100g dried apricots, snipped int o small pieces 
100g stem ginger, finely chopped 
1 tsp mixed spice 
2 tsp ground ginger 
 
 
To serve:         To decorate: 
450g golden marzipan      flowers such as primroses, violets or  narcissi 
3 tbsp apricot jam       egg white 
1 egg, beaten        caster sugar 
 
 
Method: 
 
1. Preheat the oven to 160c/320f/gas mark 3. 
2. Grease and line the base and sides of an 20cm/8 inch deep, round tin with baking parchment. 
3. Measure all the cake ingredients into a large mixing bowl, and beat well until thoroughly    

blended.  Place half the mixture into the prepared tin and level the surface. 
4. Take one third of the marzipan and roll into a circle the same size as the cake tin, place the     

circle on top of the cake mixture.  Spoon the remaining mixture on top of the marzipan and    
level the surface.  

5. Bake for about one and three-quarter to two hours, or until golden brown and firm in the mid-
dle.  If toward the end of the cooking time the cake is getting too brown, loosely cover with a 
piece of foil.  Allow the cake to cool in the tin before turning out onto a cooling rack. 

6. When the cake is cool, brush the top with a little warmed apricot jam,  Roll out the remaining 
marzipan to the size of the cake and sit it on the top.  Crimp the edges of the marzipan and 
make a lattice pattern in the centre of the marzipan using a sharp knife.  Make 11 even sized 
balls from the remaining  marzipan and arrange around the edge. 

7. Brush with beaten egg and glaze under a hot grill for about five minutes, turning the cake so it 
browns evening, so the marzipan is tinged brown all over. 

8. To crystallise the flowers, lightly whist the egg white in a bowl then carefully brush over the 
flower petals. 

9. Sprinkle over caster sugar, so the sugar sticks to the egg white.  Leave  the flowers to harden in 
a warm place, until dry and firm. 

10. Carefully remove flowers from the cake rack and arrange in the centre of the cake. 
 
                     



For VE Day 80, there will be four days of events:

 

• 5 May: A military procession from Whitehall, in central London, to Buckingham Palace will be  
followed by a flypast of current and historical military aircraft, including the Red Arrows; the          
Cenotaph, on Whitehall, will be draped in union jacks, remembering those who died during World 
War Two; there will be a party on the warship HMS Belfast, on the Thames, and street parties 
around the country 
 
• 6 May: An installation of ceramic poppies at the Tower of London will mark the anniversary, and 
historic landmarks across the UK will be lit up 
 
• 7 May: A concert will be held in Westminster Hall, at the Palace of Westminster, in central      
London 
 
• 8 May: A service will be held in Westminster Abbey and a concert, for 10,000 members of the 
public, at Horse Guards Parade, in central London 
 





Useful Information: 

Police –  999 (emergency) 

        101 (non emergency) 

 

Bridge Fish & Chips 

Opening times  Thursday 5.00pm—8,30pm  

Friday 12.00—1.30pm and 5.00—9,00pm 

Saturday  11.45am—1.30pm and 

5.00pm—8.30pm 

 

Bus & Coach Services –  

Berry’s coaches Wincanton to London 

01823 331345 

www.berryscoaches.co.uk 

First Bus 03456 646 0707 

(No. 58  Wincanton to Yeovil) 

CAT (Community Accessible Transport) 

Booking   01963 33864 (2/3 day’s notice).  

Small fee. 

 

Citizens Advice Bureau 03444 889 623 

 

Doctors – Station Road  01963 250334 

 

NHS—111 (non-emergency) 

 

Parish Council Secretary 

Tina Chapman  01963 370527 

 

Recycling Centre—Dimmer Lane, Castle 

Cary, BA7 7NR    01963 350743 

 

Somerset Waste Partnership 0300 123 

2224 

www.somersetwaste.gov.uk 

 

Taxis –   Terry’s taxis     07795465492                                                                           

               Crabbs taxis     07950826962 

 

Templecombe Social Club—01963  

370710 

 

Train services – Templecombe, Castle 

Cary 

National Rail enquiries 03457 484950 

 

Activities and  

Clubs 
    

                                  The T-Birds 

  (Abbas & Templecombe Ladies) 

We meet every 2nd Monday of the month           

Templecombe Village Hall 

 19.30—21.30 

Our next event is on 14th April 

A talk on Fire Safety 

Followed by our AGM 

Refreshments available. 

Guests/non-members £3.50.   

Everyone welcome. 

Contact Sarah on 07890 543769 

TEMPLECOMBE SOCIAL 

CLUB 

Club Opening times: 

Friday—19:30—23.30 

Saturday—16:00—23:30 

Sunday—16:00  - 22:30 

Monday— 19.30—23.30 

 

The club will also be open on other  

occasions when Pool or Skittles games are 

 arranged. 

New members always welcome— £12.00 per 
yearly membership. 

Function Room hire.   

http://www.berryscoaches.co.uk
http://www.somersetwaste.gov.uk


2         s. 

 

Space for Artists! 

Every Friday morning 

10.00—13.00 

Horsington Village Hall 

Time and space to draw, paint, 

relax and grow. 

Join us! 

Alison 01963 370866 

          John 07510 262457 

       Rhonwen 01935 389690 

contact@wincantonwheelers.co.uk  

 

 





Templecombe  Twilighters 

 

Meets every other Wednesday in the 

Social Club 

 

Subs are £3—this includes tea, coffee         
and biscuits 

2pm—4pm 

 

Please feel free to pop along for a cuppa and 
a chat 

Some weeks there will be activities. 

 

For further details please call  

 

Donna on 371241 (salon number)  

Or Jacqui Dyer on 07713958354 

St Mary’s Church      

    Host a quiz night  

on the  

Last Sunday of the month 

 

At Templecombe Social  
Club  

 
Sunday 27th April @ 7.30pm 

 

£2.00 per person—just turn up!  

Raffle            Bar open 



 

       Tuesday 
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